
 
        All Saints Day, 2020 

Trick or Trust? 

Maybe there is one thing, but only one, for which we might thank the Coronavirus. 

marauding teenagers. Pumpkins might actually be eaten as food. Shops selling capes and 

goods, single-use plastic and made-in-China, must store them for another year. And this 

the real meaning of All Saints Day and the night before.  

Its origins are pre-Christian, in the pagan world of disembodied spirits escaping to 

threaten and frighten the living. Whereas for us the feast of All Hallows, and its vigil, can 

be a focus for looking at the real presence of both the bad and the good in our world, 

recognizing the power of evil, but also taking courage from those men and women  the 

saints  who have fought the good fight and, in Christ, won the battle and helped secured 

the victory.  

We tend not to want to think about the presence of evil. To wonder whether Satan might 

actually exist is not something to raise at your usual dinner party. Where the Bible talks 

of demon possession we prefer these days to see psychiatric illness. We may be 

 

Yet maybe we disregard too quickly the conflict between the powers of evil and the ways 

and possession by devils. But I do think that we dismiss too easily the idea of a battle 

between evil and good. Because, as lawyers like to say, there is evidence.  

There is our own awareness of (forgive the old-fashioned language) sin and temptation. 

an will what is 

right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what 

I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 

 



And there is also evidence in the wider world. Take for example what may be happening 

not far from us here, complicated financial systems, maybe shored up by members of this 

because it embodies financial integrity and the highest standards of legal justice. Russian 

oligarchs prefer to do their business here because our systems are transparent and above 

reproach. But recent exposés like the Panama Papers and the FinCen Files question that. 

Systematic financial crime, dirty money, tax evasions, money laundering, and the creation 

of shell companies to conceal what is happening, point to a very real battle between 

good and evil taking place, just over there.  

k in the United States. 

Generally speaking we like to laud democracy, to believe that while politicians may 

sometimes get it wrong they are mostly doing their best, but am I alone in looking at the 

Presidential Election and  I name no names  wondering if there is real evil in some of 

 

What then might the saints of God have to say to us about this battle between good and 

evil? Because most of them lived in the thick of it. We may sing t

 as that first hymn also said  

-  

What might we take from them to help us along our way? I suggest (inevitably) three 

things.  

spectators, passive people just getting along. They believed that God was calling them 

to act and respond. Some became famous and ended up in stained glass windows. Most 

lived out their calling in the ordinary tasks of life and work.  

They responded. And often they failed. We read the lives of the saints to be inspired, but 

perhaps even more importantly to recognize that like us they messed up, they made 

mistakes, they professed one thing but sometimes did what was easier. But even when 

they failed, they still believed that the God who had called them would pick them up and 

dust them down and send them back into the struggle for what is right.  

use that rather over-worked word at the moment, the word 

Resilience. They just kept going. Sometimes the saints knew the presence of God: their 



faith was strong, their courage undaunted. But sometimes they were afraid: they felt 

alone, even deserted. Some of them speak of being in a tunnel, caught in the darkness, in 

a cloud of unknowing. Yet they carried on. The Polish priest, St Maximillian Kolbe, dying 

the good fi  

Calling. Resilience. And third? The saints knew that however hard the battle, the victory 

was won. Whatever they went through, they believed that evil would never have the last 

word. They believed that because of what they saw in Jesus, his terrible death and his 

victorious resurrection  those same events which we celebrate in this Holy Eucharist.  

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any 

scorching heat; [God] will guide them to springs of the water of life, and he will wipe 

 

Or, in the words of my favourite English saint, Mother Julian of Norwich: locked down in 

that city, we think during a pandemic caused by the plague, she wrote about suffering, 

 


