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Criminal legal aid
The Guardian, The London Economic, This is Money, Law Gazette - Government
plans to increase legal aid fees for criminal lawyers have been branded “woefully
inadequate” by campaigners, who described the funding as nowhere near enough to
tackle a “deepening crisis”.
The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) is proposing to spend an extra £32 million to £50
million on fees for solicitors and barristers handling court cases.
The announcement marked the “first step of a comprehensive review of criminal
legal aid and aims to address some of the most pressing concerns of the criminal
defence profession,” the department added.
Amanda Pinto QC, the chair of the Bar Council, said: “These consultation
proposals set out a modest, stop-gap improvement in specific areas of criminal
defence fees. This is a welcome first step, as the lord chancellor acknowledges, in
recognising the crucial role of defence legal practitioners to the delivery of justice in
an increasingly complex and onerous system.
“All those involved in delivering criminal justice must be paid a fair and sustainable
amount for the important work they do. We believe this interim consultation is an
acknowledgement by the government that the current rates of pay for defence
advocates and solicitors are far too low to maintain a functioning criminal justice
system.”
A consultation on the proposals so far opened on Friday and closes on March 27.
Justice Week
New Law Journal (print) – Young people fear that democracy and their freedoms
are being eroded, research to coincide with Justice Week 2020 has found. A Bar
Council, Law Society and CILEx survey of more than 4,000 people uncovered

widespread anxiety, with 34% of 18-24 year-olds, and 40% of the 55-64 year-olds,
concerned at having less freedom. Freedom of speech and expression topped the list
of concerns at 57% overall.
Justice Week aims to highlight the importance of the rule of law among young
people. School teachers were enlisted to deliver a lesson on the law, while animated
videos illustrating the role of lawyers in protecting freedom, democracy and the
environment were circulated.
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