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Criminal justice – rape cases 

  

Metro, The Times, Politics Home – Metro and The Times and other media outlets 

report on the Bar Council’s response to the Conservative Party’s election pledge of 

£15 million extra funding for rape cases. 

  

The funding will be to support police and the Crown Prosecution Service in 

handling rape cases and speeding up prosecutions should they win next month’s 

election, according to the media. 

 

Richard Atkins QC, Chair of the Bar Council, is quoted in the media. He said that 

any investment into the “massively underfunded criminal justice system” is 

welcome. But he questioned whether targeting one particular type of crime is 

sustainable.  

  

He said: “The reality is that more police officers are required to investigate all 

crimes. More Crown Prosecution Service lawyers and staff are required to make 

charging decisions and to put the cases together. More courts and court rooms need 

to be open to cut the backlog of cases that are currently clogging up the system and 

leading to cases being heard many months or years after the alleged offence was 

committed. There needs to be better care of all victims of crime.” 

  

Kashmir 

  

The Times, Press Association, Politics Home, Bar & Bench (India), Live Law 

(India) - The Times and other media outlets report that senior lawyers are thought to 

be among more than 3,000 people detained in Kashmir, UK law chiefs said in a letter 

to the Indian prime minister. 

  

Bar leaders told Narendra Modi that there was “serious concern” about reports of 

the detention of thousands of civilians by Indian troops and police in Kashmir, and 

the ability of the authorities to hold detainees for years without bringing them to 

trial. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/_69jCo78sPx7As1vxbj?domain=metro.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/XO5dCp7BsOXjgUDMgJb?domain=thetimes.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/O0N5CqD6HkmpgiQivNL?domain=politicshome.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/KPvYCrXBUnL5yIyzzeb?domain=thetimes.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/7iuOCvDRHLMDJCo0VCd?domain=politicshome.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/_hPACwZ2fVYD5t8h9-m?domain=barandbench.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/uZzqCx98cRr2pf2m4cj?domain=livelaw.in
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/uZzqCx98cRr2pf2m4cj?domain=livelaw.in


  

According to the letter from Richard Atkins, QC, Chair of the Bar, and Schona Jolly, 

QC, Chair of the Bar Human Rights Committee, “high ranking legal professionals” 

are among the detainees. 

  

Criminal justice - statistics 

  

New Law Journal – NLJ reports that the total number of individuals formally dealt 

with by the criminal justice system is at the lowest since records began, Ministry of 

Justice (MoJ) figures have revealed.  

  

The figure, of 1.58 million people between July 2018 and June 2019, represents a fall 

of two per cent on the previous year. Meanwhile, the number of defendants 

prosecuted at magistrates’ courts, 1.37 million in the same period, has continued to 

decline since June 2016 and also fell by two per cent. 

  

In the same period, police recorded crime rose overall by six per cent to 5.3m 

offences, excluding fraud. 

  

Richard Atkins QC, Chair of the Bar, said: “It will be a major concern to victims of 

crime and anyone who cares about the criminal justice system that the figures show 

that while recorded crime has been rising, prosecutions and out of court disposals 

have fallen. 

  

“The inescapable fact is that the disproportionate cuts to the criminal justice budget 

over many years has broken the system. Only a considerable investment in the 

criminal justice system by the next government will reverse the damage and restore 

public confidence.” 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/lXMOCyM7h29lGuyZDSZ?domain=newlawjournal.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/D3TUCz9QcwJ0XfV87Fu?domain=twitter.com


 
  



 
 


