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Inaugural speech 

  

The Brief, Law Gazette & PoliticsHome – Flexible operating hours in courts are ‘an 

anathema to those with caring responsibilities’ and inhibit diversity at the bar, the 

incoming chair of the Bar Council has said.  

  

In her inaugural speech, Amanda Pinto QC denounced the government’s 

controversial flexible court hours project, in which courts sit outside the traditional 

hours of 10am to 4pm. 

  

Pinto said: ‘If ever there was a misnomer, here it is. [Flexible operating hours] are not 

flexible, but rigid and imposed. 

  

‘If the government truly wants to have a diverse bar, truly wants to sustain those 

with caring responsibilities in practice, truly wants to ensure a cohort of very 

accomplished senior practitioners of all genders and backgrounds, and seriously 

wants to have diverse and excellent senior judges of the future, then it must stop the 

flexible operating hours scheme. It is an anathema to those with caring 

responsibilities.’ 

  

Read Amanda Pinto QC’s full speech here.  

  

Equality at the Bar 

  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/F0vICNpXHPRLwtmsi8I?domain=lawgazette.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/V5_kCOqLtZGYEuvukKo?domain=politicshome.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/g5p3CPrgfNlgJI1RL2U?domain=barcouncil.org.uk


LegalFutures – Market forces will mean that commercial sets without a diverse 

gender pool at all levels will soon find themselves losing work to more gender-equal 

sets, according to a circuit judge who has researched equality at the Bar. 

  

It came as a specialist discrimination law barristers’ set outlined the steps it has 

taken to reduce discriminatory practices, including bias in work allocation, citing the 

need to avoid perpetuating gender and other imbalances at the Bar. 

  

Cloisters Chambers in London’s Temple, at which almost half the barristers are 

women, has employed technology to monitor the allocation of both instructions and 

unassigned work coming in, to detect discriminatory patterns and help devise 

strategies to remedy the problem. 

  

Writing in the latest issue of Counsel magazine, two barristers who sit on Cloisters’ 

management committee, Anna Beale and Claire McCann said data showed female 

barristers made up little more than a third of the total, while under 16% of QCs were 

women. 

  

They added that the issue of unfairness in the distribution of work among practising 

barristers was highlighted in the summer when a four-year analysis by The 

Lawyer that found female barristers appeared in just 30% of Employment Appeal 

Tribunal and employment-related Court of Appeal hearings. 

  

In the same issue of Counsel, Her Honour Judge Emma Nott cited a study which 

revealed that fewer female junior advocates appeared before the Supreme Court 

than would have reflected their numbers in the profession. 

  

Manifesto 

  

LawCareers.Net – The body representing barristers has urged the next government 

to reverse funding cuts which have left the justice system “on its knees”, in a 

manifesto highlighting hundreds of court closures and the growing number of 

people having to represent themselves in court despite having no legal training. 

  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/apFtCQvjUlxVJikGKFt?domain=legalfutures.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/USbGCRwkH0VYyUqV3us?domain=lawcareers.net


The Ministry of Justice’s budget has been cut by 40% since 2010 under successive 

governments – more than any other government department. As The 

Guardian reports, more than half of all magistrates courts in England and Wales have 

closed since 2010, forcing defendants, witnesses, police, lawyers and justices of the 

peace to travel sometimes more than 50 miles to access local justice. 

  

The Bar Council has made six recommendations to the winner of next week’s 

general election, including investment and a shift in priorities to make accessible 

justice a more important part of the court system and restore legal aid.  

  

The manifesto states: “A properly funded justice system is long overdue. For years, 

successive governments have damaged it. The cumulative effects of ill-conceived, 

short-term decisions over the last decade is undeniable.” 

  

BAR COUNCIL TWEETS @ https://twitter.com/thebarcouncil 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/JCWWCVlofkvBzskgiuh?domain=twitter.com


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


