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THURSDAY 9 APRIL 2020 

  

Covid-19 & the Young Bar 

  
New Law Journal – Chair of the Bar, Amanda Pinto QC, writes a piece on how the Bar 
has been working in the interests of all barristers including junior barristers and pupils 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
  
Amanda Pinto QC addresses the different measures the Bar has pushed for in a short 
amount of time and the support which is available for all members of the Bar, including 
the Young Bar.  
  
She writes: “We know the government measures secured so far are not enough for 
many practitioners, especially for pupils, the junior bar, those returning to practice after 
a break or moving over into the profession from employment. It is neither right nor fair 
that the most vulnerable and newest members of our profession are ineligible for the 
scheme. We know the measures do not support many hard-working barristers. We are 
pressing hard for more. 
  
“We are well aware of the particularly vulnerable position pupils find themselves in, 
even in ordinary times. In this crisis, they are more at risk, in terms of going to crowded 
court hearings in person, security in chambers and financially. The Bar Council, with our 
Young Barristers’ Committee (YBC), have their interests at heart. Practically, we offer 
online training and advice on remote completion of pupillage. I know at least one Circuit 
has ensured that every existing pupil’s contract will be honoured. I applaud them, 
hoping that becomes a cross-Circuit strategy.” 
  
Financial issues and government support for the Bar 

  
Financial Times, The Times (print and online), Legal Futures, New Law 
Journal, LawCareers.Net (x2), Law Gazette – Further media report on how many 
chambers won’t survive Covid-19 without further government support. 
  
The results of a Bar Council survey of heads of chambers painted a bleak future for the 
Bar if the current conditions persist. The Bar Council has been urging the government to 
introduce further targeted financial support to ensure the sustainability of the Bar, in 
light of the coronavirus crisis. Despite the recent announcement by the Chancellor of 
Exchequer of measures for the self-employed, many barristers will not be eligible for 
existing government support. 
  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/eY1eCNpXHEw56fmr39x?domain=newlawjournal.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/8aEBCOqLt0ErOFvhyVl?domain=ft.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/QrNeCPrgfoJA6f1n735?domain=thetimes.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/h-4QCQvjU3J4RfkCdq-?domain=legalfutures.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/LHwtCRwkHRyPOIqu6HV?domain=newlawjournal.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/LHwtCRwkHRyPOIqu6HV?domain=newlawjournal.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/VjigCVlof5zjZSkyjXC?domain=lawcareers.net
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ecQrCWmpCPNw4S1vXnl?domain=lawcareers.net


Amanda Pinto QC, chair of the Bar Council, has also described existing measures as 
having “little impact” on many barristers whose livelihood depends on conducting 
criminal trials. 

  
Justice committee 

  
PA Media – Campaigners have hit out at plans by MPs to grill Robert Buckland behind 
closed doors on how the justice system is coping during the coronavirus outbreak. 
  
The decision to hold Tuesday’s Commons Justice Select Committee hearing in private 
was branded ‘suspect’ and promoted calls to reverse the decision amid concerns 
decisions by ministers could be escaping public scrutiny. 
  
Amanda Pinto QC, chair of the Bar Council, said: "We question why this Justice 
Committee evidence session is being held in private when the technology to access it 
online is clearly available. We know that other select committees are broadcasting their 
evidence sessions live this week. It is crucial that evidence like this is freely and easily 
accessible to all at this significant point." 

  
Education & training 

  
The Guardian, Yahoo News – Law graduates training to become barristers have called 
on regulators to cancel face-to-face exams, which have been delayed until August, and to 
swiftly move assessments online instead. 
  
The Bar Professional Training Course (BPTC) is one of the last remaining courses where 
students must still sit exams in person, as regulators insist they are needed to uphold 
the “high standards and integrity” of the degree. 
  
[..], the Bar Council says it sees “no reason” why exams must be face-to-face in August 
and that it is “concerned” that this is “not the best solution”. 
  
“It creates delay and uncertainty for students. It means students will be sitting exams 
long after their teaching has finished, and very close to the time when their pupillages 
would start. And it is unclear how resits can be accommodated,” Nicholas Vineall QC, 
Chair of the Bar Council’s education and training committee, says. 
  
“It ought to be possible to arrange for these exams to be taken online.” 

  
COVID-19 and courts 

  
The News (Portsmouth) - The national crisis has led to the government advising 
people - including those with symptoms of Covid-19 or who are in the high risk category 
- of the circumstances where they do not have to attend court. 
  
Despite the pandemic opening up a potential loophole for non-attendance from 
defendants, the Bar Council insists ‘all court users are working constructively’. 
  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/qpFrCXnqiqk79fMz5tw?domain=theguardian.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/tonTCY0rUNjo9h2udYD?domain=uk.news.yahoo.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/bp81CZpvHDXnjiJE2Fk?domain=portsmouth.co.uk


Chair of the Bar, Amanda Pinto QC, said: “This is not something we have come across 
as an issue (defendants using coronavirus as an excuse not to attend court). In the 
current public health crisis, the safety of all court users is paramount and where it is 
possible and appropriate to do so, hearings should be conducted remotely.” 
  
BAR COUNCIL TWEETS  https://twitter.com/thebarcouncil 
  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/KnOkC1QEUkLwZSWRW4J?domain=twitter.com


 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


