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Court IT failures
The Guardian, The Times, The Yorkshire Post - The computer network collapse that
disrupted courts across England and Wales for days has prompted calls for compensation
and improved funding for the beleaguered criminal justice system.
The Justice Minister Lucy Frazer was forced to answer emergency questions in parliament
on Wednesday as trials were adjourned because lawyers could not access the Ministry of
Justice’s (MoJ) network.
The chair of the Bar Council, Richard Atkins QC, said: “The Ministry of Justice is structurally
underfunded and its budget is based on achieving year-on-year savings of hundreds of
millions through the hugely ambitious court reform programme. After years of
underfunding, parts of the court estate and IT systems are in a shocking state. The Treasury
must not turn a blind eye any longer. The Ministry of Justice needs more money for
investment in our legal system.”
Computer Weekly, The Week, Yahoo! News, and The Leicester Mercury also covered the
story as it broke.
PA News and The Yorkshire Post report that Ministry of Justice Chief Digital and
Information Officer Tom Read, and CEO of HMCTS Susan Acland-Hood have both
apologised to Chair of the Bar Richard Atkins QC for the disruption.
Mr Atkins said: "Tom has conveyed to me his apologies to the Bar and other court users for
the IT problems which have affected the courts as well as the CJSM secure email system over
the last week.
"He has assured me that the ministry is working with its IT suppliers who are doing all they
can to rectify the faults.
"Susan Acland-Hood has also personally apologised for the problems and promised to
notify the Bar Council in future of any problems as and when they arise."

Mr Atkins went on: "I will be meeting with Tom Read in the near future to discuss these
matters and to seek assurances that the IT systems will be properly funded so that the chaos
that has been experienced over the last few weeks does not re-occur."
Regulation
Legal Futures - The Law Society has said it is “deeply concerned” that new rules proposed
by the Legal Services Board (LSB) could largely prevent it from either lobbying or criticising
the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA).
The society said the internal governance rules (IGR), which aim to ensure that the SRA and
other regulators are independent, could also create a situation where “disagreements are
more likely to arise”.
The draft rules were strongly criticised last month by Richard Atkins QC, new chair of the
Bar Council, who warned that the Bar could be “sleep walking into a nightmare scenario”
where it had no involvement with its regulator, the Bar Standards Board.
Wellbeing
Manchester Gazette - Women in the Law recently held an event promoting Wellness,
Wellbeing and Mindfulness for both men and women. With a special focus on the
importance of wellbeing at the Bar, attendees at this event heard from a range of speakers on
wellbeing under Chatham house rules. More importantly speakers offered strategies and
tips for coping with a variety of issues, from stress, anxiety to depression to work life
balance.
The Wellbeing at the Bar Working Group consists of representatives from the Bar Council,
the Inns of Court, Specialist Bar Associations, the Circuits, the Institute of Barristers'Clerks
(IBC) and the Legal Practice Management Association (LPMA).
Family legal aid
openDemocracy has republished one of the Bar Council’s original Justice Papers written by
Frances Judd QC, Chair of the Family Law Bar Association for Justice Week.
Frances Judd QC’s paper begins:
“In the UK we are lucky enough to have a fair and impartial judicial system. But judges can
only do their jobs properly if they have the right evidence and if the cases are properly
presented. They also need enough time to listen to people, and to make and record their
decisions. Most barristers in the family courts will tell you that this is happening less and
less.”
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