
 

 
 

BAR COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE – 
WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2017 

  
Advertising  
  
Legal Futures, Law Society Gazette, Legal Cheek – The legal media report that the 
Bar Council has warned barristers about “bending the truth” when making claims 
on a personal or chambers website and said they must be able to support claims that 
they are one of the best in their field.  
  
New guidance from the Bar Councils ethics committee on how barristers can 
describe and advertise themselves on websites and other online marketing 
highlighted core duty 3 – acting with honesty and integrity – which “includes a 
requirement not to mislead, or to attempt to mislead, anyone knowingly or 
recklessly. ‘Bending the truth’ in claims about one’s knowledge, experience or 
abilities is unacceptable.” 
  
The guide said barristers should be “particularly careful about making comparisons 
with other persons as these may often be regarded as misleading”. 
  
Online courts 
  
The Guardian – The Guardian reports that plans for online courts will lead to more 
unrepresented defendants, challenge the principle of open justice and could make it 
too easy for defendants to plead guilty, according to a legal think tank. 
  
A report by the charity Transform Justice published today warns that the Ministry of 
Justice’s £1bn court reform programme contains digital trial proposals that may 
confuse anyone entering a plea. 
  
The Guardian quotes, Andrew Langdon QC, Chairman of the Bar. He said: “Moves 
towards greater use of virtual justice must be taken with caution. We are also 
concerned that any form of justice that might encourage defendants to plead guilty 
out of convenience, when in fact they may not be guilty of an offence, no matter how 
small, risks injustice.” 
  
 



 

Chief Executive 
  
Legal Moves – Further coverage appears of the news that Stephen Crowne, Chief 
Executive of the Bar Council, will retire in August this year.  
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