
  

 
 

BAR COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE – 
WEDNESDAY 16 MAY 2018 

  
Human Rights - Turkey 
  
The Brief, The Barrister, Politics Home - Bar leaders urged Theresa May to 
challenge President Erdogan over the imprisonment of Turkish judges and lawyers 
as she met him in Downing Street yesterday. 
  
Nearly 6,000 judges, prosecutors and lawyers in Turkey are facing prosecution, the 
Bar Council said. 
  
The Bar Council and the Bar’s human rights committee wrote a joint letter to the 
prime minister, the foreign secretary, Boris Johnson, and the lord chancellor, David 
Gauke. It was delivered as the prime minister prepared to meet Erdogan. 
  
“The seriousness of what legal professionals and human rights defenders have been 
— and continue to be — subjected to in Turkey cannot be overstated,” Andrew 
Walker, QC, chairman of the council, said. 
  
Kirsty Brimelow, QC, chairwoman of the Bar’s human rights group, said that she 
had recently interviewed judges and prosecutors who had fled Turkey. “The 
evidence gathered included attempts to compromise their independence. Upon 
refusal to comply, they were dismissed, suffered raids upon their houses and had 
their assets frozen,” she said. 
  
Wellbeing 
  
LawCareers.net - As part of Mental Health Awareness Week (14-18 May 2018), the 
Legal Professions Wellbeing Taskforce, which includes the Bar Council and the 
Young Barristers’ Committee has determined that all legal professionals should be 
made more aware of the need for emotional competency, with a particular emphasis 
on training law students in this regard. 
  
Referring to a panel discussion which took place as part of the week, Elizabeth 
Rimmer, CEO of LawCare said: “The purpose of the discussion was to look at how 



we can better equip lawyers with the tools they need in a challenging working 
environment.  
  
Brexit 
  
FLBA News reports that its team has been working closely with other family law 
organisations, such as Resolution, the International Academy of Family Lawyers 
(IAFL) and the Bar Council's Brexit Working Group, which has called for the EU and 
UK to agree a separate negotiating track for justice and a standalone treaty allowing 
existing arrangements to continue. 
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