
  

 
 

BAR COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE – 
FRIDAY 8 JUNE 2018 

  
Criminal justice 
  
Financial Times (print and online), Legal Futures – The Financial Times devotes its 
editorial column to the “badly beleaguered criminal justice system”. The FT writes: 
“More crimes are being committed, more people are in prison, there are more violent 
incidents in jails and more repeat offenders cycle through the system. Legal aid, 
critical to equality before the law, is increasingly hard to access (harming both 
defendants and the legal profession) and even after acquittal, legal costs are harder 
to recover. To prevent further damage being done, the government needs to increase 
spending on the court system and on prisons. It must also garner public support for 
bold policy changes — focused on bringing down prison populations and 
reoffending rates.” 
  
The FT adds: “The cost of training as a barrister has ballooned. Opportunities for 
pupillages (a required traineeship on the route to qualification) have shrunk by more 
than half. As the “Secret Barrister” blogger points out, even if you run the gauntlet, 
thanks to rising personal debts and decreases in legal aid, you can barely make a 
living once qualified.  
  
“Morale is so low that more than one-third of criminal barristers are considering 
leaving the profession, according to a recent Bar Council survey. What hope is there 
for a diverse and representative legal system, if to become an advocate you need to 
have independent means at the beginning, middle and end of your career?” 
  
Legal Futures reports that Andrew Walker QC, Chair of the Bar, said yesterday that 
he would support the £15m deal being offered by the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) to end 
the action over criminal legal aid fees, as barristers began voting on whether to 
accept it. 
  
In a message to the Criminal Bar Association and heads of chambers, he said, “my 
own judgement is in favour of acceptance: to ‘bank’ what is on the table at this 
point”. 
  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/-F0gC53ViMBpnC4bkLH?domain=ft.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/j0k8C62GUP503ijJAA8?domain=legalfutures.co.uk


But in his message, he stressed: “I cannot emphasise enough that this is not my 
decision: it is yours. You must be guided by the facts we have put before you and 
your own judgement.” 
  
“I also bear in mind that acceptance now would be far from the end of the road. The 
MoJ know that more will be needed for the future, both for the AGFS and for the rest 
of the criminal justice system.” 
  
Working Lives Survey 
  
LawCareers.net – Further coverage appears on the Bar Council’s recent report on the 
attitudes of barristers to their working lives. LawCareers.net reports that: “Stress, 
workload and a lack of work-life balance caused by funding cuts are taking a heavy 
toll on barristers and are leading some to seek a career change. 
  
In a Bar Council survey of 4,092 barristers (over a quarter of the profession) 
conducted in Summer 2017, over 60% of respondents said they were working unpaid 
for at least one day a week, while 27% of criminal barristers and 33% of family 
practitioners are working over 60 hours a week to make ends meet. Over a third of 
respondents were considering their career options. 
  
Andrew Walker QC, Chair of the Bar, said: “Whilst there are some clear positives in 
our report, there is a notable difference between those practising in crime (and, to a 
degree, in family work) and the rest of the Bar.  It should also be recognised that the 
survey was conducted in the summer of 2017, since when legal aid fees have been 
eroded further by inflation. 
  
“The fact that many saw their workload, stress and work-life balance deteriorate yet 
further between 2013 and 2017 is a worrying trend. It shows […] how important it is 
for the leadership of the Bar to be making our case to the government, in parliament 
and to the public about the long-term consequences of failing to recognise and pay 
properly for the delivery of justice in England and Wales.” 
  
Wales  
  
West Wales Chronicle – Welsh media reports that the Bar Council has said that it 
shares the concerns of the Wales & Chester Circuit on numerous problems of access 
to justice in Wales, in its submission to the Commission on Justice in Wales’ call for 
evidence.  
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/baoaC7OYSzDVPurgBdS?domain=lawcareers.net
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/QoNeC8OWSXoPJCKly2w?domain=twitter.com


 
  
 


