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Access to Justice  
  
The Law Society Gazette – Bach’s Commission report, The Right to Justice calls for 
human right to legal aid.  
  
The commission proposes a Right to Justice Act, which would codify and 
supplement existing rights and establish a new right for individuals to receive 
reasonable legal assistance, without costs they cannot afford. A newly established 
independent body, the Justice Commission, would promote, develop and enforce 
this right. 
  
Meanwhile, Lawyer Monthly reports a change is taking place in the way we 
understand the link between access to justice and the rule of law, according to Chair 
of the Bar, Andrew Langdon QC.  
  
Andrew Langdon QC said: “Change is afoot. This report is part of a shift in how 
legal aid is being discussed. Lord Bach makes the important point that the rule of 
law and legal rights do not mean much unless citizens are able, through the legal 
system, to have them upheld, and that cuts to legal aid have made that impossible 
for many, especially the most vulnerable in society’’. 
  
The report, to which the Bar Council contributed, echoes the observations made by 
Lord Reed whose recent UNISON (employment tribunal fees) judgment said, ‘The 
constitutional right of access to the courts is inherent in the rule of law.’ 
  
The support for the Bach’s commission report will be voiced by the Bar Council at 
this weeks’ party conferences.  
  
Read the full article here. 
  
  
Anti-Money Laundering 
  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/4w3uB8LMWIZ?domain=lawgazette.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/d15tBxE3gFR?domain=lawyer-monthly.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/d15tBxE3gFR?domain=lawyer-monthly.com


Solicitors Journal - The Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Transfer of 
Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017 (MLR 2017) came into force at 
the end of June,  transposing the Fourth Money Laundering Directive into UK law 
and replacing the Money Laundering Regulations 2007. 
  
The MLR 2017 continue the ‘risk-based’ approach to anti-money laundering and 
counter-terrorist financing compliance, which aims to give regulated businesses and 
professions flexibility to calibrate the level of customer due diligence and ongoing 
monitoring applied to particular categories of one-off transactions or business 
relationships, based on their assessment of the perceived money laundering and 
terrorist financing risk. 
  
On a related note, the Financial Conduct Authority has launched a consultation on a 
new function within the FCA, the Office for Professional Body Anti-Money 
Laundering Supervision (OPBAS), to oversee the adequacy and consistency of the 
anti-money laundering supervisory arrangements across the 22 supervisory 
authorities with obligations under the MLR 2017, including the Law Society and the 
Bar Council. OPBAS is intended to be operational by early 2018. 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/DNRfBZQnYIX?domain=solicitorsjournal.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/8LDuBAvzGi6?domain=mail.barcouncil.org.uk


 
  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 
 


