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Court reform 

  

The Guardian - A major court complex specialising in cybercrime and fraud cases is to 

be built in the City of London to promote Britain’s post-Brexit fi nancial and legal 

services . The scheme – likely to costs tens, if not hundreds, of millions of pounds – is 

being backed by the City of London Corporation, HM Courts and Tribunals Service, the 

Ministry of Justice and senior judges.  

  

Constructed near Fleet Street, the complex is scheduled to have space for 18 courtrooms. 

Its primary focus will be on fraud, economic crime and cybercrime.  

  

As part of a project to digitise many of its services, HMCTS will use the new building to 

shift many of its high-volume, paperbased processes to digital channels. The new City 

court is part of a wider £1b n HMCTS programme to modernise the courts.  

  

LGBT+ 

 

The Gazette - The Bar Standards Board is considering dropping a rule that allows one 

barrister to prevent an entire set from revealing the sexual orientation and religious 

beliefs of its members. 

  

Agenda papers for the BSB’s latest board meeting on 28 September claim there is an 

‘appetite to review’ the current rules in favour of promoting awareness of the diversity 

of sexual orientation within the bar. 

  

As it stands, a chambers may not report the sexual orientation and religious beliefs of its 

members unless every member agrees to publication. The BSB said this had resulted in 

‘very low disclosure of sexual orientation and religion and belief data’. 

 

Conservative Party Conference 

  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/EYKTBz17DIn?domain=theguardian.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/R8ZuBMRXmh7?domain=lawgazette.co.uk


Legal Voice – Bar Council Communications and Public Affairs Adviser, Luke Robins-

Grace reflects on how legal aid and access to justice was discussed at the Conservative 

Party conference last week. 

  

The legal aid mood music playing at this week’s Conservative Party Conference was 

bright, if gentle. No more money is being offered and it’s not quite clear who composed 

the score or why, but it came from high up and it sounded pretty good; better than it has 

in a long while, at the very least. 

  

At a Bar Council sponsored reception, lord chancellor David Lidington said that the 

long-awaited LASPO review would be an opportunity to see if there are ‘good 

arguments for specific changes to be made’. At a separate fringe event, solicitor general 

Robert Buckland QC said, ‘there is a strong case for a significant increase in funding for 

early advice legal aid. . . There is unfairness that needs to be addressed.’ 

  

The language may be cautious, but the conversation about legal aid has been stuck in a 

cul-de-sac since the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 

(LASPO) and this looks like an invitation for some constructive thinking. 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/v81uBa1krhk?domain=legalvoice.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ngQHB2qMnUz?domain=mail.barcouncil.org.uk


 

  

 
 


