
 
 

BAR COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE – 

FRIDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2017 
Annual Bar Conference 

The Times - Several hundred barristers and a handful of judges will gather this 

Saturday for the annual Bar Conference in London where Sir Keir Starmer, the shadow 

Brexit secretary, and Lady Justice Hallett, the vice-president of the Court of Appeal’s 

criminal division, will deliver keynote speeches. 

Other high-profile names taking part in the one-day event at the Westminister Park 

Plaza include Andrew Langdon, QC, chairman of the Bar; Lord Justice Vos, chancellor of 

the High Court; Max Hill, QC, the independent reviewer of terrorism laws; Lord Justice 

Bean, chairman of the Law Commission and Lord Kakkar, the chairman of the Judicial 

Appointments Commission. 

The Times also runs profiles of several young barristers, exploring their hopes, fears 

and aspirations. 

  
Brexit 

The Times - “Bring on Brexit” may not be the official battle cry at the commercial Bar, 

but senior lawyers are more sanguine about the process of leaving the EU than one 

might imagine. 

Unsurprisingly there is an element of self-interest at play. The commercial Bar — as with 

all high-end legal practice — tends to be countercyclical, flourishing in times of 

uncertainty as clients rush for advice. “Many members of the commercial Bar are doing 

quite nicely out of Brexit,” acknowledges one QC, sotto voce. “They are billing well and 

consistently from advising businesses and even government departments on the legal 

implications of various scenarios.” 

Legal Aid 

PA Newswire - A senior barrister has said public money spent on legal aid is good for 

the taxpayer in the long run. Andrew Langdon QC said research shows that 

Government spending on legal aid produces an economic benefit.  

  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/rqnUBDAAlh0?domain=thetimes.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/ZrAhB0pp6Cd?domain=thetimes.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/m58IB1nnwTQ?domain=thetimes.co.uk


Mr Langdon, chairman of the Bar Council, which represents barristers in England and 

Wales, said legal advice often prevents a "costly downward spiral in the fortunes of a 

citizen". He has raised concern about Government legal aid cuts in a magazine article. 
 

BSB 

Legal Futures - The Bar Standard Board (BSB) has decided to introduce compulsory 

registration of youth court barristers, despite fierce opposition from the Bar Council. 

However, the BSB shied away from demanding compulsory training, as recommended 

last year by the Taylor report, arguing that the market for youth advocacy was too 

“fragile” for additional regulation. 

In a paper before last week’s board meeting, the BSB said the majority of respondents to 

its consultation supported compulsory registration, though there were some concerns 

that “registration alone will do little to improve standards of advocacy”. 

TOP BAR COUNCIL TWEETS @ https://twitter.com/thebarcouncil 

  

 
  

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/kediBrllqhx?domain=legalfutures.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/pAMTBbddgTa?domain=legalfutures.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/LAvTB7rrzfx?domain=mail.barcouncil.org.uk


 

 

 
 


