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Brexit 

The Brief, Scottish Legal, Politics Home - The UK could remain a member of the EU 

single market and customs union after Brexit, the barristers’ profession has said. 

  

Chair of the Bar, Andrew Langdon QC said: “There is no logical or practical necessity 

for the UK to be a member of either the EU or the EEA [European Economic Area] in 

order to be a member of the internal market or the customs union,” the Bar Council’s 

Brexit working group said in a report published yesterday. 

  

Chair of the Bar Council Brexit Working Group Hugh Mercer, QC said: “By building 

on the legal framework covering the EU’s existing opt-outs, the government could solve 

some of the most difficult issues in the current talks, while keeping the power to 

negotiate bilateral deals on agriculture, fisheries, competition, trade and environment, 

which would end ECJ [European Court of Justice] jurisdiction in those areas.” 

  

CDR Magazine - In the closing address of CDR's Autumn Arbitration 

Symposium, Hugh Mercer QC, of Essex Court Chambers, gave an overview of the 

impact of Brexit on dispute resolution, and international arbitration in particular. 

  

Mercer, who chairs the Bar Council of England & Wales’ Brexit Working Group, first 

looked at the United Kingdom government’s most recent paper on enforcement and 

dispute resolution. 

  

Having published The Brexit Papers, a series of detailed legal briefings produced by the 

group, Mercer noted that the UK government’s paper bore striking similarities to the 

conclusions reached by the group’s own work on that subject, “which is very flattering”, 

he remarked, tongue-in-cheek. 

  
Pupillage 

Politics Home - Aspiring barristers competing for coveted pupillage positions, and those 

in pupillage, will now receive wellbeing support from new online resources, created by 

the Bar Council’s Wellbeing at the Bar Working Group, with input from the Charlie 

Waller Memorial Trust (CWMT), who specialise in young people’s mental health. 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/KoZsB3gJZIk?domain=thetimesbrief.co.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/eLguBe1oXu0?domain=scottishlegal.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/Wr5hB2kQgFw?domain=politicshome.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/0n5fBZDXAC9?domain=cdr-news.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/wQzsBlGavCL?domain=cdr-news.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/azQIBKrMZIY?domain=cdr-news.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/2wouBn5qaIr?domain=politicshome.com


  

These resources are specifically aimed at those post-BPTC, seeking pupillage, and pupils 

up until they complete their training to become a barrister. 

  

Sam Mercer, Head of Equality, Diversity & CSR at the Bar Council, said: 

  

“The Bar Council and the Inns of Court recognise the unique challenges faced by those 

applying for pupillage and pupils themselves, and the wellbeing issues that commonly 

arise as a result. We felt there was a particular gap in support for those that had 

completed their BPTC but not yet achieved pupillage – particularly considering the 

pressure and level of competition often experienced by individuals seeking to secure 

their professional futures.” 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/6m4TBg6LkTN?domain=wellbeingatthebar.org.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/NqEUB2NgeFz?domain=twitter.com


 

  

  
 


